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The concept of objectification and false consciousness:
comparative study between Karl Marx and George Lukacs
Assist. Prof. Dr Hossam El Din Ali Majeed Salahaddin
University - Erbil / College of Political Science

Abstract:

Lukacs disagrees with Marx on the underlying cause and effects of
reification. Marx asserts that reification generated alienation and false
awareness among the bourgeoisie and gradually expanded to include all
classes of society as for Lukacs, reification is the reason behind the
emergence of alienation and false consciousness. This difference in the
angle of view led to another difference regarding the nature of the mutual
relationship between the proletarian as the submissive party and the
bourgeoisie as the dominant party. The Lukacchi reification is expanding
socially as self-reification, whereby the proletariat is self-representing
itself. Marx did not mention these subjective factors and the effectiveness
of their influence explicitly. However, Marx and Lukécs share the idea
that the spirit of revolution and the transformative capacity of the
proletariat remains by its possession of a right and not a false class
consciousness.

Keywords: objectification, George Lukacs, Karl Marx, false
consciousness, political hegemony.
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Takahiro Chino, Western Marxism or Marxism in the “Periphery”? The cases of
Gramsci and Tosaka, European University Institute, Italy, 2015, pp. 1-2, 6, 12.
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% See and compare with: Michael Kelly, “Philosophies of Marxism: Lenin, Lukécs,
Gramsci and Althusser”, in, Richard Kearney (Ed.), Routledge history of philosophy,

Vol. VIII, Routledge, London, Y005, p.192. For more details see also: Mclnn, “Georg
Luckacs”, op.cit., pp. 203-204.

adoily dwulyull alsdl (*¥e)



Wt Jo ol 30 ) Bl y3 1 8y gl p s

s ALLE Ale I3 Ll g ) s Jgial 1 ey 2l 13 sale
Loy ol "adina il 555 e’ 0 588 Leel o Cumy (1S
CICPNPRTIRE SV QLR [P0 S PRFICIVACY: I U DR I G C BRI SEN TN
G e 5 s Al Ll V) ) Alasy Jeadl A s S L0
i LS Ay on W 5 3 Ll ol ey Lolad pa s
slisy plal Lot (Bin) Loy clislal il i A0S0 0 55 58 a0 L ld
5ol Sl O Calll 15 83 A8 e S ¢ e b ¢ 3yl pcind
taal s oF o Aabsie Jal e w0l 5ol e Dol (S sal sl
) el e Ul A 23 gl (o) 5l A gy eV gl
ol IS Lealt) Bpaaly cgalal Loniiy Leasy s2al und) Lol
S ol gl 5 5 b el a5 i) ket s 3l
Do 185 B (g Gada Lgipedy Anialll cilaiidly TR SN
Lt 250 Laa comlal Leadi Giind Chagr cpulpndl 5 2, )0Y) Cilinl
Al Y Ly ol gl e Cilite TG e gl )
/ el galad
Riased Jalal gy ¢ V) Ayl y s 3 (Al dls ) by~
o Gy 2l hgha e Jleadl s s Gy el Sl A1)
Jalall A el il U 5 S dala o0 Lewit AN e (annds
s ) ashy o JSEL Al 5 e Jlaall WSS (5on ) A
Ala) 5 3 ) ga (amy e Lpany 41800 5 Selfs gl 5

fas 5 o) Al gl IS 7o et o tae ol DRI Jualil e a3l

So-1¢ Ul U Nav. ‘d&AJ ‘:\,_v‘)y.d\ 4al& 3‘)\)} Cl\‘)}»}}.m ‘\‘}:J\ dale.a

(YYeo) adgillg duwluull alsh



Y.vy JoY! sl Ogmo g SILIT sl

Lsha s daadl i 5 alh (e Galdl ng Jalall 38 anal dai —g
JS Al Pu\ AL Gl 8 AR et Jalal) Luais uu )
LS Laie cy e alaby Ty Jyae ¢ JaS cpaldll sasa s s Gosd L
ans S Lad ) L ki ) ol i ) SASi 13
Pl Lomany Y 82 jmay Ajade 1 3 gt Jray 43580 e A Jalal
Soall mda lyass dla el ol s g sac s b JSG lelae
Aty ) §Si0 L o 8 e Y i Cua T syl
ALl 5 el 4l omd chie Bl e Foaty o Gy o) alie 5 4y
Jalall leaith ) claiddly NG ASshy ol sba e
a5 j08 aals Lg\ ‘c\_abas s (e ‘>!A.a Cge e u B AN dad g
le Daah Al cpadl) el il 4 gy ) E S e dald)
AN Gk e by
23 8 el 3 Cumy (JelD il 5al Agm Gl Al iy
ol 4S5l (ol A8 Y 5 e mpall Aaldl 53w Y Alsal
Jr byl AUl 5 oa sl el il 13g] il JalalS Jaal
OS5 (s .zl Jaall QUas o Gl\jam;);a)uusjau
Slo Gan sy LS A Apally 25l AP Jerg s 4313 JalS allas 58

AVAY o e Bl saas il e gl sl (S S e oy Sl Jualil e a5l

lead i
Will Kymlicka, Contemporary political philosophy: an introduction, 2™, Ed., Oxford
University Press Inc., New York, 2002, pp. 199-201.
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