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Cybersecurity in Iraq: An Analysis of its Impact on

Public Policy Making and National Security
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Abstract

This research examines cybersecurity in lraq through an
analytical perspective that explores its impact on public policy-
making and its role in strengthening national security. The
study is based on the assumption that the growing scale of
cyber threats and the increasing reliance on digital
infrastructure have positioned cybersecurity as a strategic
priority within the governmental agenda, directly influencing
policy formulation and national planning processes.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing
on systems analysis, digital governance perspectives, and
securitization theory to interpret how cybersecurity issues are
integrated into Iraq’s public policy framework. The findings
indicate that although Iraq has shown gradual progress in
institutional awareness and regulatory efforts related to
cybersecurity, significant challenges remain. These include
institutional ~ fragmentation, limited coordination among
relevant authorities, legislative gaps, and insufficient public
awareness and digital culture.

The study concludes that integrating cybersecurity into
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national planning contributes to  protecting critical
infrastructure,  safeguarding  electoral  processes and
government data, and reinforcing digital sovereignty.
Consequently, cybersecurity represents a fundamental pillar of
contemporary national security. The research recommends the
development of a comprehensive national cybersecurity
strategy, the enhancement of human and technical capacities,
stronger public—private partnerships, and the adoption of best
practices from international experiences tailored to Iraq’s
specific context.

Keywords :

Cybersecurity, Public Policy, National Security, Digital
Sovereignty, Digital Governance, Cybercrime, Critical
Infrastructure, Iraqg.
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