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Active Citizenship as a Mechanism for Achieving
Societal Stability in Iraq: An Analytical Study in Light of

Contemporary Political Thought
Assistant Lecturer Mariam Thabit Numan
Al-Mustansiriya University / Al-Mustansiriya Center for Arab and
International Studies

maream.alobidi@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq
Abstract:

This study examines the role of active citizenship as a
central mechanism for achieving societal stability in Iraq, in
light of contemporary political thought. Iraq has suffered for
decades from accumulated crises manifested in the fragility of
the political structure, the spread of sectarian and ethnic
conflicts, and weak trust between citizens and the state, which
has negatively affected social cohesion. Accordingly, the study
seeks to provide an analytical conception of active citizenship
as an integrated framework that goes beyond mere legal rights
towards active political and social participation and assuming
responsibility for the public interest. The study adopts a critical
analytical approach to deconstruct the problems of traditional
citizenship, as well as a comparative approach to benefit from
the experiences of some countries that succeeded in employing
active citizenship to enhance stability. The study concludes
that the absence of a culture of active citizenship is one of the
most important causes of instability in Irag, as weak
community participation leads to the elite monopolizing
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decision-making and marginalizing large groups, fueling social
resentment. Conversely, activating the mechanisms of active
citizenship — such as enhancing local governance, building
civil society organizations, and integrating youth and women
into decision-making — contributes to building a strong civil
society capable of accommodating differences and turning
them into productive diversity rather than destructive conflict.
The study concludes that achieving sustainable societal
stability in Iraq is conditional on the citizen transforming from
a mere recipient of services to an active partner in state-
building, through institutional and legislative reforms that
promote a culture of participation and accountability.
Keywords: Active Citizenship, Societal Stability, Iraq,

Contemporary Political Thought, Political Participation, State-
Building.
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