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Transformations in Saudi Strategy Towards the Middle
East in Light of Regional and International Changes (2016-
2026)

Asst. Lect. Suhair Hassan Saadoun
Al-Mustansiriya University/College of Political Science
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Abstract:

Since 2016, the Middle East has witnessed numerous
regional and international transformations that have
contributed to reshaping the region's strategic environment.
This has prompted regional powers to reformulate their
priorities and tools for managing their foreign relations.
Consequently, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has emerged as
one of the most important regional actors. Saudi Arabia has
adopted a flexible strategy focused on utilizing the elements of
national power, diversifying international partnerships, and
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adapting to the rapid transformations in the international
system, in line with the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030.
Therefore, this research aims to analyze the determinants of
the transformation in Saudi strategy towards the Middle East,
examine the repercussions of internal, regional, and
international changes on Saudi foreign policy orientations,
study the most prominent regional issues that have shaped
Saudi Arabia's approach to the external environment, and
anticipate the future of the Saudi role. In light of ongoing
strategic shifts and competition among major powers, this
research is based on the premise that Saudi strategy has
undergone a significant transformation over the past decade.
This transformation is characterized by a shift from reliance on
traditional tools to a more comprehensive strategic approach
that integrates economic, diplomatic, and soft power, as well
as building diverse partnerships. This has begun to enhance
Saudi Arabia’s ability to protect its interests and solidify its
international standing as a pivotal regional power.
Consequently, the research concludes that the transformations
in the Middle East's strategic environment have contributed to
a reshaping of Saudi strategic priorities, making them more
inclined towards building international and, in particular,
economic partnerships, strengthening regional diplomacy, and
linking foreign policy to the objectives of Vision 2030. The
research also indicates that Saudi Arabia's future will remain
contingent on its ability to balance the requirements of regional
security with the demands of its national interest, as well as its
capacity to navigate the rapidly evolving structure of the
international system.

Keywords: Saudi strategy, Middle East, Vision 2030, regional
transformations, foreign policy, regional security, smart power.
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