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Ecosystem Challenges in Iraq
Ass. Prof. Dr. Badria Saleh Abdullah
Center for Strategic and International Studies - University of Baghdad

Summery

Irag's ecosystem faces numerous challenges, including
rapid population growth, the impact of wars, the misuse of
agricultural land, weak environmental policies, and the failure
to reach genuine agreements with upstream nations—Turkey
and  Iran—regarding  water  resource  management.
Additionally, declining water levels have negatively affected
agricultural production and livestock, alongside issues such as
air and water pollution, high salinity levels, and the
repercussions of climate-induced migration.
Certain regions of Iraq have experienced climate changes that
render them uninhabitable, forcing residents to migrate. These
changes—characterized by water scarcity, rising temperatures,
increasing desertification, and shrinking agricultural land—
also drive demographic shifts and place heightened socio-
economic pressure on the areas receiving the displaced
populations. To improve the environmental situation in Iraq,
the government must actively manage competition for water
resources among local government institutions by establishing
a coordination framework that ensures equitable water
distribution based on the specific needs of each region.
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It is incumbent upon Iraqgi financial institutions—particularly
the Ministry of Finance, anti-corruption bodies, and affiliated
agencies—to intensify efforts to improve the investment
climate in lIrag. Furthermore, Iraqi officials must engage in
multifaceted dialogues regarding water issues and climate-
related negotiations, cooperate with neighboring countries
through official diplomatic channels, and strengthen internal
governance. Equally important is the enactment of deterrent
laws to penalize those who harm the environment in any form,
alongside raising public awareness about the importance of
rationalizing consumption and preserving the environmental
ecosystem.

Keywords: Ecosystem in Irag, climate change, food security,
air pollution.
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