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Abscart

Iranian policy toward Afghanistan is embodied as a
complex system where geography interacts with history,
interests with regional transformations, within a space where
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the boundaries between security, influence, and culture
overlap. This overlap has produced a pattern of engagement
based on reshaping the tools of influence according to the
changing environment. Bilateral relations are no longer
governed by a fixed logic, but rather by a logic of continuous
adaptation to political and security changes in the region.

Within this framework, geopolitical objectives have
crystallized into the cornerstone of Iran's role, through the
pursuit of establishing an active position within a regional
equation characterized by multiple powers and overlapping
interests. Alongside this, the economic dimension has emerged
as a supporting avenue that strengthens interdependence and
creates practical channels of communication between the two
sides. Meanwhile, the cultural dimension has taken on a long-
term, cumulative character, relying on subtle influence and the
reshaping of spaces for social and intellectual interaction.

On the security and military level, Iranian policies have
been linked to the logic of protecting its border depth and
containing potential threats, adopting more preventative
approaches than direct reactions. This reflects the sensitivity of
Afghanistan's geographical location in Iranian calculations.
With the overlap of these levels, a general picture has emerged
of a policy characterized by flexibility and repositioning,
operating within a wide range of possibilities, where no single
factor overshadows another, but rather all are integrated within
a pragmatic vision.

Thus, this trajectory can be understood as a continuous
dynamic structure, its tools changing without altering its
fundamental goal: maintaining and adapting influence to a
highly complex regional environment. This makes Afghanistan
a pivotal element in the equation of Iranian balancing within
its sphere of influence.
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