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Abstract

This study examines the role of international actors in the U.S.—
Iranian conflict, as one of the most prominent geopolitical
disputes, which has transcended its bilateral nature to encompass
complex international security and economic dimensions. The
study aims to analyze the interaction patterns of global powers
and identify the directions of their positions—ranging from
neutrality and mediation to support or opposition—with a specific
focus on the period of the second Trump administration leading
up to the direct military confrontation in 2026, and the subsequent
international mediation initiatives.

The study adopts an inductive method through its descriptive
and analytical approaches, by tracking the positions of countries
and influential powers and interpreting their strategic and political
motives. The findings reveal that the international stance was not
unified; rather, it split into a camp opposing the war that calls for
de-escalation and diplomacy while providing technological and
intelligence cover to Iran, with China and Russia at the forefront
of this camp. On the other hand, a pro-U.S. camp provides
political, military, and intelligence support, spearheaded by
Britain and Western nations. This international division is
highlighted in the advanced technical support provided by China
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and Russia to Iran through supplying it with satellite imagery and
artificial intelligence applications for target identification, in
contrast to the formation of an Atlantic front comprising the "Five
Eyes" alliance and Ukraine to enhance deterrence capabilities and
protect Western navigation. The significance of these findings
highlights that the conflict is no longer bilateral, but has rather
become a complex network of international interactions that
contribute to reshaping the international system and its inevitable
link to energy security and global shipping lanes.

Keywords: US-Iran conflict, international actors, mediation,
regional security, geopolitical balance.
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