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Political Obstacles to Political Reform in the Kurdistan Region —
Iraq

Prof. Dr. Rashid Amara Elias Assist lecturer Mustafa Othman Ahmed
Rashid.gaffurry@univsul.rud.iq Othmanmustafa7@gmail.com

Sulaymaniyah University/College of Political Sciences

Abstract:
After the uprising of the spring of 1991, the people of Kurdistan were able,

due to the political, strategic, economic and military changes that occurred at the
local, regional and international levels, to have a legal and legitimate entity (the
Kurdistan Region). They sought to establish the principles of democratic rule and
secure a kind of legitimacy for themselves; especially after the fall of the Iraqi
regime in 2003, when the Kurdistan Region was recognized as a constitutional and
legal entity in the Iraqi Constitution of 2005.

There was a great political, economic and diplomatic opportunity for the
region to take steps to consolidate its experience in governance that would achieve
development and progress. However, in this process of construction and
development, the authority and political institutions in the region faced enormous
political stumbling, and political and economic corruption spread widely. Hence,
the issue of political reform within official and unofficial institutions became the
main demand and discourse of both the ruling elite and the political opposition.

This research focuses on two main topics, namely the theoretical and
analytical description of the issue of political reform, and then the efforts, projects
and laws related to the issue of political reform in the Kurdistan Region. Then the
research addresses the most important political obstacles to political reform in the
region, which prevented the achievement of the desired political reform.

Keywords: Political Reform, Obstacles to Political Reform, Kurdistan Region,
Iraqg.
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1. Ababakar, Yassin Mahmoud. 2011. The role of parliamentary elections in the
democratic transformation in Iraq after 2003. Master Thesis . Faculty of Law
and Politics. Saladin University. Erbil.

2. Abbas, Ka Yalan. 2021. “Kah nada 1i lahi iraq wa hah Remi Kurdistan (Pinas,
Form, Shiwaz, Lekka, Taha, Jarah Seh R).” Go to Twaizina and it is as if I were
in his olive oil and he is the Quran. Soleimani.

3. Abdel Aziz, Omar. 2011. "The Islamic Kurdistan language and the Arabic
language of the Kurdistan pyramids (Bychwan, Gutar, Hewest, Badasht, and
Perch)." Don't worry about it.

4. Abdullah, Abdul-Jabbar Ahmed. Political reforms in lIrag, evaluation paper,
German Friedrich-Ebert Foundation, Jordan.

5. Abu Amoud, Muhammad Saeed. 2005. Political development in the Arab world
between theory and practice. Al-Shinahy Printing and Publishing Press in
Alexandria.
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6. Al-Ajami, Muhammad Mubarak Hassan. 2010. Political reform in Kuwait and
its impact on others. Master Thesis . Middle East University.

7. Al-A'raf. 85, 142.

8.Al-Badry, Ammar Saadoon Salman. 2023. Diversity Management as a
Mechanism for Achieving Political Stability in Consensual Democratic
Systems. Journal of Anbar University, College of Law and Political Science.

Volume (13), Issue (1).

9. Al-Din, Fadel Nizam. 2002. “There is a time when I am talking to Shireen (Ah,
Rah, B - Kurdi). This is Zakai, he came, and he feared that he would return it.
M. Soleimani. Part 3.

10. Al-Hasani, Ismail Al-Hasani. 2007. “The Concept of Reform in the Holy
Qur’an,” International Institute for Islamic Thought. International Institute of
Islamic Thought. United States of America .

11. Ali, Raad Abdel Jalil. 2002. “Political development is a gateway to change.”
Open University, Libya.

12. Al-Jabri, Muhammad Abed. 2005. “Criticizing the Need for Reform.” Center for
Arab Unity Studies. Beirut.

13. Al-Khazaleh, Youssef. 2015. Political reform and the will for political change in
Jordan (2010-2014) Al-Manara Magazine. Volume 21. Issue 3.

14. Al-Khwarizmi, Abi Qasim bin Omar Al-Zamakhshari, “The Exploration of the
Realities of Revelation and the Eyes of Sayings in the Faces of Interpretation.”
Dar Al Ahyaa Arab Heritage, Beirut.

15. Al-Kilani, Abdul Wahab Al-Kilani. 1979. “The Political Encyclopedia.” The
Arab Foundation for Studies and Publishing. Beirut.

16. Al-Lawandi, Saeed. 2005. “The Greater Middle East is an American conspiracy -
M. Treasure, Joyce and John Weston. 2005. “Oxford and Oceanic Dictionary.”
Translated by Omar Al-Ayoubi. International Academy, Lebanon.

17. Al-Majali, Radwan Mahmoud. 2008. Political reform in the Arab region. Arab
Affairs Magazine. Number 135.

18. Al-Mashaghiya, Amin Awad and Al-Muatasem Billah Daoud Ali. 2012.
“Political Reform and Good Governance.” Dar Al-Hamid for Publishing and
Distribution, Amman.

19. Alnisa' . 114

20. Al-Sayed, Mustafa Kamal. 2006. “Political reform in the Arab world.” Center for
Developing Countries Studies and Research, Cairo.

21. Al-Tayeb, Mouloud Zayed. 2007. “Political Sociology.” National Book House,
1st edition. Benghazi, Libya .

22. Al-Warti, Ahmed Ibrahim. 2010. “Political Reform Projects in the Middle East.”
Dar es Salaam, Damascus.
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23. Al-Zaidi, Rashid Amara, and Youssef Muhammad Sadiq. 2012. “The Political
Opposition in the Kurdistan Region (Emergence and the Future).” Al-Arabi Center
for Research and Policy Studies, Qatar.

24. Amidi, Muhammad Saleh. 2010. “Corruption in the Kurdistan Region and
treatment mechanisms.” Al-Shehab Press, Erbil.

25. Arab, Muslim Baba. An attempt to consolidate the concept of political reform.
Journal of Politics and Law Notebooks. Number 9. Algeria .

26. Arabic Dictionary of Meanings 2021. At the link
http://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/art-ar/D&D

27. Ayoub, Rashid bin. 1999. “Algeria Political Guide.” Foundation for Printing
Arts, Algeria.

28. Babouk, Lubna Samir. 2009. The status of women in international reform
initiatives in the Middle East. Doctoral thesis. Cairo University.

29. Bagdi, Karima. 2012. Political corruption and its impact on political stability in
North Africa (case study of Algeria). Master Thesis . Abu Bakr Belkaid University
- Tlemcen. Faculty of Law and Political Science .

30. Beh Ruiz Rahim. 2023. Mh Trsi Sah Rh Ki Bsah R Ha Remy Kurdistan. What's
wrong with Pinos? Link: http://penus.krd/index.php/ckd/28-12--19-02-04-
2018/item/44-33-15-30-01-2023-2063

31. Belqziz, Abdullah. 1998. “Questions of Contemporary Arab Thought.” Dar Al-
Bayda Al-Ayoubi Press.

32. Bokmash, Muhammad. 2014. Political reform (concept and goals). Journal of the
College of Law and Political Science. Abbas's group is out of arrogance. Algeria.
Issue 5.

33. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 2007. Middle East Series No. 88.

34. Cordio website. 2023. Opposition project for reform in Kurdistan. On the Cordio
website. https://nadibabil.com/

35. General lines of the government program of the ninth ministry of the Kurdistan
Regional Government - Irag, on the Regional Government website.
<https://gov.krd/arabic/government/agenda/

36. Ghalioun, Burhan. When political reform turns into a dilemma. Al-Hiwar Al-
Mutamaddin website. Issue 15010 www.Rezgar.com

37. Habib, Kazem. 2021. The current economic, social and political reality in Iraq.
Center for Secular Studies and Research in the Arab World http:www.Sscow.0.g

38. Hamid, Khamis Daham. Modernization and political reform in the Arab world.
Madar Al-Adab Magazine. The fourth issue.

39. Hilal, Ali Al-Din. 1999. “Arab society and political pluralism in the Arab reality
and the challenges of a new century.” Al-Hamid Tuman Foundation, Jordan.
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40. Huntington, Samuel. 1999. “The Third Wave of Democratic Transformation in
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