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The impact of regional and international variables on the
Russian-Ukrainian war 2022

Mustafa Jafaar Safih Prof.Dr. Azeez Jabur shayal
mustafajafar_inst@alkadhum-col.edu.iq azeezalzarqawy@gmail.com

Imam Al-Kadhim University /College of Islamic Sciences

Abstract

The Russian-Ukrainian war was not a momentary and instantaneous result,
but rather goes back to historical roots and military, economic, and political
causes and motives. Relations that historically extend over hundreds of years
have witnessed many tensions and lulls at different points in time. Perhaps the
most prominent stages of lulls are the relations that existed during the days of
the Cold War between the United States and the Union. The Soviet Union had
on its territory the largest nuclear arsenal of the Soviet Union when it was part
of it. However, this calm in relations did not last long. After the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, Ukraine quickly sought to join NATO. This was considered
by Russia to be a return to the containment policy pursued by the United
States during that period, and it repeatedly stated that Ukrainian joining
NATO represented a threat to its vital and national security.

The war affected the reality of the world in general and Europe in particular.
The world today operates in a very interconnected manner. Russia and
Ukraine, the largest food exporters in the world, were negatively affected by
the war. Which led to the European decision being politically dispersed,
militarily tense, and economically damaged.

As a result, the above-mentioned reasons led to war, and since war often
affects the security, safety, and interests of surrounding and even distant
regions; The positions of countries regarding the war varied as a result of
different points of view, especially between those that insinuate Russia’s right
to maintain its security from NATO and the United States’ encirclement of it.
These countries often seek in one way or another to change the form of the
existing international order, such as China, and on the other hand, those
countries Which tends to maintain the existing international system in its
current form, such as the United States of America. Moreover, the positions
of some countries have fluctuated as a result of their exposure to economic
pressure due to their close economic relations with Russia on the one hand,
and political pressure from the United States on the other hand.

Keywords: the Russian-Ukrainian war, causes and motives, regional and
international positions.
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